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Commissioner of Food and Drugs, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Lamar
Alexander, Bill Cassidy, Chuck Grass-
ley, Pat Roberts, John Barrasso, Rich-
ard Burr, Tim Scott, Orrin G. Hatch,
Michael B. Enzi, Johnny Isakson, John
Boozman, Cory Gardner, Roger F.
Wicker, Thom Tillis, Roy Blunt.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
cloture motion be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that notwithstanding rule
XXII, at 5:30 p.m., on February 22, the
Senate vote on the motion to invoke
cloture on the Califf nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

REMEMBERING PETTY OFFICER
JOHN BALDWIN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to a World War II
veteran and an American hero—PO3
John B. Baldwin. Petty Officer Baldwin
was a member of the United States
Navy Reserve and sailed on the USS St.
Louis. Tragically, on February 14, 1944,
he died as a result of enemy fire during
the Battle of the Green Islands.

Petty Officer Baldwin’s sister—Ms.
Irene Baldwin Cox of Beaver, UT—re-
cently informed me that her brother
had earned prestigious military med-
als, which neither he nor his family
ever received. As a result of John’s
dedicated service during the battle
that besieged the USS St. Louis, he
earned the Purple Heart, the World
War II Victory Medal, the American
Campaign Medal, the Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal with two Bronze Star
appurtenances, and a Combat Action
Ribbon. Thankfully, the military has
since verified John’s medals and will
soon present them to the Baldwin fam-
ily.

As we approach the anniversary of
this historic battle, we should remem-
ber the challenges Petty Officer Bald-
win and his fellow soldiers faced on
that fateful day. At dawn, American
fighters sighted six Aichi D3A dive
bombers, which approached the St.
Louis and dropped six bombs, killing 23
sailors and wounding 20 more. Petty
Officer Baldwin was among the fallen.

The Baldwin family has always been
proud of John’s service. We owe this
family a debt of gratitude that can
never be repaid. It is only fitting that
we present John’s siblings with the
medals he earned for his heroism. I am
grateful for the assistance of the USS
St. Louis CL-49 Association and the Na-
tional Personnel Records Center for
helping me secure these medals for the
Baldwin family.

I hold our Nation’s veterans in the
highest regard. Because of men and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

women like Petty Officer Baldwin, our
Nation enjoys the full blessings of lib-
erty. I am pleased that these medals
have finally found their rightful home.
May they ever serve as a testament to
John’s valor and his love of freedom.

This Valentine’s Day, I intend to
spend a moment reflecting on the brav-
ery of our sailors who served aboard
the USS St. Louis. Today I honor them
for their courage, their selflessness,
and their sacrifice.

———

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE EUGENE
SILER, JR.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize a celebrated Ken-
tuckian who has received a great
honor. Federal appeals court judge Eu-
gene Siler, Jr., a fixture in his commu-
nity, who has served on the bench for
over 40 years, has received the ‘‘Tri-
County 2016 Leader of the Year” award
from the Leadership Tri-County orga-
nization in Kentucky.

Leadership Tri-County focuses on
civic, business, and community leader-
ship in Laurel, Knox, and Whitley
Counties in southeastern Kentucky. A
nonprofit organization founded in 1987,
it identifies potential, emerging, and
current leaders from the three counties
and nurtures their continued develop-
ment.

Judge Siler is a native of Williams-
burg and earned his bachelor of arts at
Vanderbilt University. He has a law de-
gree from the University of Virginia
and has two graduate law degrees from
the University of Virginia and George-
town University.

Judge Siler served as an Active-Duty
officer in the U.S. Navy from 1958 to
1960 and later retired as a commander
in the U.S. Naval Reserve.

Judge Siler practiced law privately
alongside his father in Williamsburg
and was then elected Whitley County
attorney, an office he held from 1965 to
1970. In 1970, he was appointed U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District of Ken-
tucky by President Richard Nixon.

In 1975, he was appointed as a judge
for the U.S. District Court for the
BEastern and Western Districts of Ken-
tucky by President Gerald Ford. In
1991, he was appointed to the TU.S.
Court of Appeals for the sixth circuit
by President George H.W. Bush.

Today Judge Siler is a senior judge
on that court. He was awarded the
¢1992 Outstanding Judge of the Year
Award” by the Kentucky Bar Associa-
tion, and that same year, he was sent
to Lithuania by the U.S. State Depart-
ment to advise and assist the judiciary
in that country as they transitioned
from a communist to a democratic sys-
tem. He also traveled to Albania at the
behest of the U.S. Justice Department
to advise that country’s judges on eth-
ics and discipline.

Judge Siler is married to the former
Chris Minnich. They have two sons,
Gene Siler III and Adam T. Siler. I am
sure Judge Siler’s family is proud of
him for receiving this award and for all
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that he has accomplished. I want to
thank him for his many years of public
service, and I know my colleagues join
me in congratulating Judge Siler on
his receipt of the ‘Tri-County 2016
Leader of the Year” award.

An area newspaper, the News Jour-
nal, published an article about Judge
Siler receiving his award.

I ask unanimous consent that the ar-
ticle be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the News Journal, Feb. 10, 2016]

WILLIAMSBURG NATIVE EUGENE SILER PICKED
AS LEADER OF THE YEAR

(By Mark White)

A federal judge and U.S. Navy veteran has
been selected as Leadership Tri-County’s 2016
Leader of the Year.

Eugene Siler Jr., a senior judge on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, said
he was notified about a month ago that he
was receiving the award.

“I was honored by it and humbled by it,”
Siler said Monday afternoon.

Leadership Tri-County is a non-profit orga-
nization established in 1987 as an educational
program designed to identify potential,
emerging, and current leaders from Knox,
Laurel and Whitley counties and to nurture
their continued development into the leaders
our area needs now and in the future.

Past recipients of the Leader of the Year
Award have included: Dr. James Taylor, U.S.
Rep. Hal Rogers, U.S. Senator Mitch McCon-
nell, Terry Forcht, Nelda Barton-Collings,
Gene Huff and last year’s winner Dr. Michael
Colegrove.

“I know a lot of people who have gotten it
before. I feel like I am in very good com-
pany, am pleased that they are giving it to
me and I will do my best to live up to it,”
Siler said.

Siler, a Williamsburg native, served in the
U.S. Navy on active duty from 1958 to 1960,
and later retired as a commander in the U.S.
Naval Reserves after 26 years of service.

He began his law practice in 1964 alongside
his father. He served as Whitley County At-
torney from 1965 until 1970 when President
Richard Nixon appointed him as United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of
Kentucky.

In 1975, President Gerald R. Ford appointed
Siler as a United States District Judge for
the Eastern and Western Districts of Ken-
tucky.

In September 1991, President George Bush
appointed Siler to the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit.

Siler will be honored during Leadership
Tri-County’s Leader of the Year Banquet,
which will be held on Feb. 23 at the London
Community Center.

There will be a reception at 5:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a dinner at 6 p.m.

During the banquet, there will be a memo-
rial tribute to G.W. Griffin and Bill Brooks.

———
FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last Fri-
day, America celebrated the 23rd anni-
versary of the Family and Medical
Leave Act—landmark legislation that
transformed American workplaces for
the better.

I am deeply proud to have voted for
this bill in 1993 when I served in the
House of Representatives. This bipar-
tisan legislation was a major victory
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